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RAILWAY (METRONET) AMENDMENT BILL 2022 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
MR T.J. HEALY (Southern River — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.24 pm]: I look forward to continuing my 
remarks. I was speaking about the potential for development and the opportunities it presented. The elevation of 
the rail line through the Victoria Park section and the City of Canning holds great promise. There is no date set in 
stone, but in terms of that larger vision, the community should know that it can trust a Labor government to deliver 
these things in the years ahead. We have moved this section forward—in conjunction with federal funding; there 
is no doubt about it—with the political intent and trust of the community to keep engaged with one another. My 
Gosnells community is very excited. Is there going to be disruption over the next 18 months? There is no doubt 
about it, but we will work with the community. Please, continue talking to us about how, where and why you want 
to get to different places, so we can put rail replacement buses and other services in place. Opportunities will present 
themselves through this project. We, in the City of Gosnells, will be looking with great interest at the Town of 
Victoria Park and the City of Canning to see how they fundamentally change what their corridors will look like. 
There will be the activation of spaces underneath the rail lines in Victoria Park council areas and the City of Canning 
areas. There are many level crossings in the Gosnells community that can be absolutely transformed if the elevation 
of rail continues through. As I said, this project is the first part of that transformation, and I for one certainly trust 
the Labor government to do that. 
Earlier, I mentioned the number of times the Liberal Party members have made all sorts of fanciful promises in 
this place and outside this place about rail commitments. Unfortunately, those things do not change. I am very 
lucky to have some amazing Gosnells councillors. There are 12 councillors in Gosnell, and I think six of them are 
Liberal Party members, whom I get on very well with. Recently, in this cycle, they have stood as Liberal candidates 
in state and federal elections. I get on with them great; they are fantastic. On 8 March, the issue of the elevated rail 
and the level crossings was raised as one of the motions at the Gosnells council meeting, and I will lay on the table 
the verbatim record of the council discussion. One of the Liberal councillors identifies himself in this speech. He 
says that he is a Liberal candidate for the coming election, and he will be saying to the powers that be on his side 
that this project needs to be funded and that he will do anything in his power to get it done. I am happy to lay this 
record on the table for the remainder of the day for the Parliament. 
[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 
Mr T.J. HEALY: It would be great to see whether the federal budget in a week or so has some further funding for 
the Gosnells component, but the community and I will not hold our breaths, because we assume that the Liberal Party 
will make unfunded and uncosted promises. “Fully funded” and “fully costed” are buzzwords to those of us who 
remember the 2013 election and those fun times. It is only a Labor government that will deliver. 
I would like to spend some time talking about bus stops and bus routes within my community. Members would be 
aware that I have a very longstanding campaign for, and commitment to, upgrading bus stops within my community. 
I have always believed that bus stops should be more than an orange pole; they should have seating and shelter. 
They should be available to the community and what it needs. Mark McGowan and I promised the residents of 
Canning Vale that we would upgrade bus stops in our area with seating and shelter. I am very, very happy to be 
delivering on that promise. After consulting with the community, residents have told me that they believe that 
bus stop 20675 in Canning Vale, on the corner of Garden Street, near Figtree Drive, should be upgraded. I would 
love to know what people think about that, and you can let me know by visiting my website terryhealy.com.au or 
emailing my office at terry.healy@mp.wa.gov.au so that I can hear what you think about upgrading the fantastic 
bus stop 20675. 
Mark McGowan and I promised the residents of Gosnells that we would upgrade bus stops in our area with seating 
and shelter, and we are very happy to be delivering on that promise. After consulting with our community, residents 
have told me that they believe that bus stop 10192, which is in Gosnells outside Seaforth Gardens on Albany Highway, 
near Tonkin Highway, should be upgraded with further seating and shelter. If you think that bus stop has merit in 
being upgraded, please go to my website terryhealy.com.au or call or email my office and let me know your feedback 
about that bus stop upgrade and others. 
Members, Mark McGowan and I promised the residents of Huntingdale that we would upgrade bus stops in that 
area with seating and shelter, and we are very happy to be delivering on that promise. After consulting with the 
community, residents have told me that they believe that bus stop 20799 in Huntingdale, which is on Warton Road 
near the corner with Huntingdale Road, should be upgraded with seating and shelter, and I want to know what our 
community thinks about upgrading bus stop 20799. 
Mark McGowan and I promised the residents of Southern River that we would upgrade bus stops in our area with 
seating and shelter, and we are very happy to be delivering on that promise. After consulting with the community 
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and doorknocking and phoning the residents, residents have told me that they believe that bus stop 28394 in 
Southern River, which is on Southern River Road on the corner of Clearwater Drive, should be upgraded. Please let 
me know what you think about that. 
Mark McGowan and I promised to upgrade bus stops in our area with seating and with shelter. The residents of 
Canning Vale certainly confirmed with me that that is what they would like to get done. After consulting with the 
community, I found that bus stop 20735 in Canning Vale, which is on Campbell Road near Dumbarton Road, has 
great merit in being upgraded with some seating and with shelter, and I invited people to let me know their thoughts 
on that. 
I conclude on this point: I am very proud to be part of not only the McGowan government but a legacy of Labor 
governments that have had the vision, desire and political will—not just the financial competence—to engage the 
public service to implement the public policy that is Metronet. I am part of a legacy that goes back to developments 
across the Armadale and Midland lines, the reopening of the Fremantle line, the construction in the 1990s by 
Carmen Lawrence’s government of the northern suburbs line, and of holding successive governments to account 
for their failures. I am proud to be part of this government’s campaign to continue the legacy of Paul Andrews, 
Sheila McHale and other members in our area to build train lines, train stations and facilities that our community 
needs. I will always stand up for our community. I will always make sure that we hold the Liberals and Nationals 
to account. 
I reiterate what Mark McGowan said. He does not plan to be the Premier when we finish Metronet in 20 to 30 years, 
and it is very likely that I will not be the member for Southern River either by the time we move to the next phase 
of this vision, but we will leave a legacy. The investment in the Armadale line, the construction of the Byford line 
and the elevation of sections of the rail line between Victoria Park and the City of Canning is another piece in the 
legacy of the McGowan and all Labor governments of Western Australia that every member in this place and every 
person in Western Australia should be proud of. I look forward to our children and grandchildren having no 
understanding of what a level crossing through the City of Armadale or the City of Canning means, because they 
live with a well-connected, well-funded and well-resourced public transport system. 
MR Y. MUBARAKAI (Jandakot — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.34 pm]: I welcome the opportunity to say a few 
words and share my views about the Railway (METRONET) Amendment Bill 2022, which speaks volumes about 
the five years of the McGowan government’s transformation of the public transport network in Western Australia. 
This bill will bring in additional and significant new works and will authorise improvements to a 130-year-old rail 
corridor that is completely out of date. Part of the works require some new rail infrastructure and networks to connect 
growth suburbs and corridors. Members in this place have heard the contributions of and will share the sentiments 
expressed by my colleagues from Cockburn, Southern River, Darling Range, Cannington and Victoria Park about 
the importance of this bill. 
This bill makes provision to get rid of 15 dangerous level crossings and build five new train stations. The current 
Minister for Transport, Hon Rita Saffioti, and the McGowan Labor government have not only changed the game, 
but also delivered by superseding any benchmark set in the history of this state. The minister has walked in—hello, 
minister! The Liberals and Nationals oppose this bill. I have heard their negative comments. Obviously, they have 
not changed their ways since the time they were in government, when a decade of neglect and false promises on 
public transport left us behind. Members opposite still choose to say negative things about the future of this state 
and this bill. 
In the 25 years since I migrated to Western Australia, it was the former Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
under a Labor government, Hon Alannah MacTiernan, who did the unthinkable at the time in Western Australia 
and built a brand new railway line—the Mandurah line. The member for Mandurah and his communities have clearly 
enjoyed the benefits of that investment in Western Australia. In my short five years representing the electorate of 
Jandakot, Minister Saffioti has delivered on promises made in the 2017 state election to build road and infrastructure 
projects in the southern corridor. I will outline those projects to the house. 
The Metronet project continues with ongoing construction of the Thornlie–Cockburn rail corridor continuing with 
an estimated investment of $716 million. The government has completed its $112 million investment in the 
Murdoch Drive project. It has completed its investment of $56 million in the Kwinana Freeway northbound widening. 
It has completed its $140 million investment in the Armadale Road duplication. I share the feelings of the member 
for Armadale about the huge benefits we have seen from the duplication of Armadale Road. In that growth corridor, 
people in the suburbs of Piara Waters, Harrisdale and Treeby clearly are the beneficiaries and understand the 
importance of delivering this project. They thank the McGowan government and the Minister for Transport for 
investing in their communities. 
The government has also completed its very important $259 million investment in the North Lake Road Bridge. 
I will share a bit more of the controversies that arose during election time about that. The government has also 
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completed the Kwinana south freeway. Does the member for Baldivis remember joining us when we announced 
that project? 
Mr R.R. Whitby: I do. 
Mr Y. MUBARAKAI: Indeed, he does. 
Thousands of local jobs were created to complete this project at a time when Western Australia had one of the 
highest unemployment rates in the nation. Today, we stand as a promising state, not just for jobs and for having 
one of the best economies in the world, but also as a safe place for families to live. I admire and respect the Minister 
for Transport for her efforts during five years of government in what has by no means been an easy task to deliver 
and complete projects that were promised. The minister made a commitment to fix traffic congestion and bottlenecks 
in the southern suburbs. She has futureproofed a safer experience and smarter travel times on our roads for families 
in my electorate. I commend the minister, Main Roads Western Australia and the Metronet Taskforce for shaping 
our future.  
Members in the house and members of the community are well aware that over the recent Christmas break the Mandurah 
line was shut for 20 days to carry out some essential services to connect the new Metronet Thornlie–Cockburn Link 
at Cockburn station. I take this opportunity to wholeheartedly thank the 500 or so workers who worked around 
the clock in the very hot Perth summer that we recently experienced to lay over five kilometres of new tracks and 
7 500 concrete railway sleepers, and install 112 masts for overhead train wires in that very tight 20-day schedule. 
We are extremely grateful for the efforts of those workers in meeting those project expectations. 

As part of this Metronet bill, the Thornlie–Cockburn Link will see two new stations built on Nicholson Road and 
Ranford Road, each providing great access for residents in Perth. The Nicholson train station is estimated to service 
almost 2 350 passengers a day. It will have a thousand car bays for Park ‘n’ Ride services and provide universal 
access for people with disabilities. The Ranford Road train station will be in my electorate. It will have 14 bus 
interchange stands, 440 car bays and approximately 2 000 passengers a day are expected to commute to Perth in 
an estimated time of 30 minutes. However, the Ranford Road Bridge is what takes our government’s investment 
in the area to a different level altogether because the works that are being done on the Ranford Road Bridge are 
visibly transforming the face of Canning Vale and the way in which large infrastructure projects are delivered in 
Western Australia by WA workers. 

Last year I was pleased to join the Premier, along with the evergreen member for Thornlie, Chris Tallentire, 
and the legendary engager of his community, the member for Southern River, Terry Healy, at the launch of the 
Ranford Road Bridge, which consisted of seven 50-metre beams that were lifted and installed on that day. I am 
glad to inform the house that part of the Ranford Road Bridge project was recently opened in November last year for 
our communities and has already had a huge impact on the area. If I may, I will share with the minister the comments 
of family members in my electorate who see this huge infrastructure investment as one of the greatest investments in 
decades that the community has been craving for. There are synergies between the Thornlie–Cockburn Link being 
built with the new train stations and the Ranford Road Bridge upgrades that will provide Canning Vale with one 
of the most efficient freight connectors in Australia.  

Canning Vale is the heart of our food distribution network. Members would be aware that over the past few months 
we have understood the importance of food supply and therefore the incredible work of the distribution network 
at Canning Vale Market City in delivering our daily fruit, veg and meat. As the local member for that area, in 
order to show my appreciation for the good work done, I would like to name-drop Rod McPherson, the CEO of 
Market West, for his ongoing support, friendship and guidance. Metronet alone cannot resolve our transport corridor 
issues without the supporting road networks, thereby improving safety and travel time for residents and the 
business community. 

I have with me an interesting article from the 2017 Cockburn Gazette. An article by Bryce Luff is titled “Labor must 
deliver”. The North Lake Road to Armadale Road Bridge project was one of our election commitments. The minister 
will recall being on the campaign trail when we made that commitment, along with the former member for Cockburn, 
Hon Fran Logan. We spent many road trips together travelling the local roads and networks in real time and it was 
evident how out of control the chaos in our suburbs and on the roads was. It was frustrating and dangerous to watch 
how the local travellers and businesses were suffering with daily traffic jams and families using dangerous rat runs 
to minimise their delays in the traffic jams. Not only did the minister commit to fixing it, but she has delivered on 
that commitment. The current member for Cockburn, David Scaife, I, and our families in the area use those roads 
every day for our daily commute and to go shopping and to the local sporting club or to pick up and drop off our 
kids at school. An article by Hamish Hastie in the Armadale Examiner is titled “A bridge dream too far”. I would like 
to quote the former member for Jandakot who, according to my notes, says in the article that the North Lake Road 
Bridge should not be built and no-one would use it. 
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He actually refused to support this important piece of infrastructure. He thought that the Liberal–National government 
would be better off spending tens of billions of dollars building a tunnel to nowhere. As part of that government’s 
mercifully now dead-on-arrival Perth Freight Link, in the same article the former member says — 

“Who would use that North Lake Road Bridge … 

That is staggering to me. It is interesting that in 2013 when the Liberal–National government was in power, a study 
for future vehicles estimated that the movement of vehicles between Kwinana Freeway and Solomon Road was 
expected to be 47 000 cars by 2020. I have figures to date, from February this year, that indicate that since the 
North Lake Road Bridge was opened, over 60 000 vehicles have been using that bridge every day. It is remarkable 
to see the disparity in those figures. The former member further adds in the article — 

“It would be wrong to spend that money if there were other areas where you would get far greater efficiencies 
for less.” 

If only the former government followed its own advice, because the Perth Freight Link was an absolute planning, 
financial and environmental disaster waiting to happen, with limited benefits for an enormous cost. I am proud to 
say that last year the McGowan Labor government proudly binned the last remains of that project. Rest in peace 
Perth Freight Link. 
We are also fortunate to have a minister of this calibre who has a vision for building and creating a future for 
Western Australia’s rail and transport network. I also take this opportunity to thank the alliance group and the many 
volunteer community reference group members who have given their time and contributed to the best interests of 
building the North Lake Road Bridge project for the use of our communities. I take this time to show my appreciation 
and pass on my many thanks for these members who have contributed their time. I will read their names for the 
purpose of Hansard: Andrew Round; Jadranka Kiurski; Kellie Stuart; Alexandra McAuliffe; Ian Thurston; Rob Grieve; 
Shannon Nott; Birgit Butler from the Leap Start Early Learning Child Care centre project; Ilario Spagnolo, project 
director of Main Roads; Michelle Dunlop; Thuy Acacio from Armadale Access Alliance; Chris Rickard from 
Main Roads; Lara Goetz from AAA; Paul Stuchbury from Main Roads; Ewan Gee from the AAA; Anthony Deurloo, 
alliance director AAA; Linton and Matthew Pike of Estill and Associates; Gerard King; Andrew Pierce; Kathy Pritchard 
from the Treeby Community Association; David Brennan from the Jandakot Residents and Ratepayers Association; 
Councillor Tarun Dewan from the City of Cockburn; Randall Humich from the Jandakot Home Centre; Tim Cook; 
Tim De Beaux; John Symington; Councillor Lara Kirkwood from the City of Cockburn; and Nathan Maas.  
Going back to the Plan for Jobs that the McGowan government took to the 2017 election, the government committed 
in that plan to create new manufacturing jobs in Western Australia. At the centre of that strategy is the 246 Metronet 
railcars and six Australind railcars to be built, tested and maintained in the Bellevue facility in Midland, right here 
in Western Australia. The new Bellevue manufacturing facility was launched late last year. It has created more 
than 200 jobs and will create many more indirectly and through the supply chain. The construction of that facility 
used over 8 500 tonnes of locally fabricated steel from WA small businesses and employed WA skilled workers. 
This facility will bring railcar manufacturing back to Midland and to Western Australia. 
As members are aware, the Liberal Party abandoned the local manufacturing of railcars in 1994, when it closed 
the Midland railway workshops. For nearly 100 years, the Westrail workshops in Midland were the largest industrial 
workshops in the state. The site had great industrial knowledge and training in areas such as blacksmithing, boiler 
making, fitting, mechanical and electrical engineering, machining, coach building and carpentry. It was relocated 
from Fremantle to the Midland Workshops in 1904. It not only built but also maintained Western Australian trains 
and train engines. The skills learnt at the Westrail workshops resulted in the training of many apprentices who often 
went on to use their skills in other trades besides the railway works, which had a huge benefit to Western Australian 
industrial production. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr Y. MUBARAKAI: The history of the Midland railway workshops has been well covered by the Perth branch 
of the Australian Society for the Study of Labour History. I would like to thank the society for its important 
contributions to the working class history of our state. 
During that time, the railways opened up Western Australia to exploit the wealth of our farming, mining and tourism 
resources, and provided a base for training a constant stream of skilled manufacturing workers. If the Bellevue 
manufacturing facility is even marginally as successful as the old Midland railway workshops, it will be another 
great achievement by this government. It is important in so many ways that Western Australia not only catches up, 
but also leads the way in local manufacturing for its rail industry. That is why I am proud to say that after 35 years, 
the McGowan government has brought back rail manufacturing to Western Australia. 
I take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank the Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union and Steve McCartney 
for their advocacy in proudly bringing back rail manufacturing to Western Australia. 
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In conclusion, this bill outlines the importance of eradicating dangerous railway road crossings and extending the 
rail corridor further into fast-emerging suburbs like Byford. What we build for the future brings good communities 
together and means that we do not have to play catch-up and live with frustration. That is what this bill provides. 
I thank the minister and commend this bill to the house. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [3.53 pm] — in reply: I rise to make a few comments. 
I do not think I will have time to complete those comments today, but I will resume them tomorrow. 
It is with great pride that we bring to the house and discuss the Railway (METRONET) Amendment Bill 2022. 
This bill will facilitate the delivery of two key projects: the Byford rail extension and the removal of level crossings 
through Victoria Park and Cannington. This is part of our suite of Metronet projects. I am incredibly proud to be part 
of a government that is delivering record infrastructure and I am very proud to be driving much of that infrastructure. 
There are so many people working on Metronet today. Thousands of people are delivering our rail and road projects 
associated with Metronet. One of the best parts of my job is when I go out to sites and meet the workers. Whether 
it be the engineer who has designed the project, those who are on the ground delivering it or the people who have 
been planning and getting the right approvals, everyone is very proud to be part of delivering our Metronet vision. 
I was at a cafe and a person next to me said, “My son has got a job at Metronet. He loves it.” They know that they 
have a lot of work to come. It is not only one project; it will be a whole range of projects over many years. It is giving 
people a lot of job certainty and also a lot of job satisfaction, because they know that they are part of a transformational 
project. I am very proud of the workers. 
The member for Jandakot highlighted the amount of work that these people are doing at nights and on weekends. 
This was best illustrated when there was a 24-day shutdown along the Mandurah line. We had 500 workers working 
continuously over those 24 days to get the Cockburn Central train station ready for the Thornlie–Cockburn Link 
and to actually move some existing train lines. That was over some very hot days and also during the Christmas 
and new year period. Honestly, I go out and see that people are so enthusiastic. I have been meeting many of the 
contractors and companies. Some heads of those companies are now flying here from over east, and they are all 
very content with not only the amount of work that is out there, but also the government’s open dialogue with those 
companies delivering our projects. 

We know this is a challenging time and there are many pressures to deliver these projects. The other day, I mentioned 
the cost of steel, which was an issue raised in relation to building the new Swan River pedestrian crossing from 
Vic Park over to the city. It is clear that there has been significant escalation in the cost of many products, particularly 
products used to build significant infrastructure projects. The cost of steel has increased by about 50 per cent over 
the past year, and a lot more over the longer term. Of course, the cost of concrete and other elements has also 
increased, as has the cost of labour. It is a challenging time and it has impacted the price of some of our projects, but, 
again, the impact really depends on where that project is in relation to delivery. The impact is affected by the composition 
of these projects and what percentage is exposed to escalation, and also the companies and their sources of workforce. 
We are managing all those projects, but it is a challenging time. Again, I want to thank the Metronet, Public Transport 
Authority and Main Roads teams. A number of different teams are helping to deliver these projects and they are 
all trying to manage that delivery in a very, very tricky period. 

It is true to say that Labor is the party of rail. I think it has been demonstrated again and again by the speeches 
given in this place. I want to touch on a couple of decisions made by the former coalition government, not even going 
back to the closure of the Fremantle rail line, but things like, for example, the AvonLink. There is an interesting 
story from when we won government and I became the Minister for Transport. Remember, that was a very tight 
financial time when we were reprioritising expenditure. It was a tricky time. The first challenge I had was that there 
was no funding for the AvonLink in the forward estimates because the then Liberal–National government was 
planning to shut the AvonLink. I remember at the time thinking: jeez, we got elected on Metronet; the first thing 
I do will not be to shut down a rail line! I was very, very keen to ensure that the AvonLink continued. I had to argue 
about that. Remember, there had been a decision that I do not think had been properly disclosed to the community 
in the 2017 election that the Liberal and National Parties would shut the AvonLink and run buses instead. As I said, 
when we won government, there was no funding for the AvonLink. One of my first budget fights was to say, 
“Can I retain an existing service, because I will not shut down a rail line?”, even though the National Party, as part 
of the government, had agreed to shut the AvonLink. That was one of the first things we had to do—reverse the 
decision to shut down the AvonLink. Another big decision of which we are dealing with the consequences was the 
privatisation of Westrail Freight. It is quite interesting that I am asked questions about the business case for reopening 
tier 3 rail by the Nationals. Not only did they privatise Westrail Freight, they shut down lines; they took them out 
of operation. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: With no obligation to give them back to the government. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Absolutely. 
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Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
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